
  

FOREST DEGRADATION 

 

DEMAND FOR WOOD FUEL WILL EXCEED   

SUSTAINABLE SUPPLY BETWEEN 2019 & 2025. 

Deforestation 
 in Malawi 
 

820 km2 PLANTATION FORESTS 

22,857 km2 MIOMBO WOODLANDS 25%      
of MALAWI or 

23,677km2    

has FOREST COVER 

WHERE?  

- 87 Forest Reserves 
   - 5 National Parks 
      - 4 Wildlife Reserves 
         - 3 Nature Sanctuaries 
            - Customary Lands & 

Plantations 

BUT  WHY ARE  MALAWI’S  TREES  AND FORESTS  D ISAPPEARING? 

(and more are born every day) 

POPULATION GROWTH 

THERE ARE 17.6 MILLION 
MALAWIANS. 

+ 
ENERGY DEMAND                       

MORE THAN 96% OF MALAWIANS 
COOK WITH FIREWOOD OR CHARCOAL.  = 

DEFORESTATION 

0.63% (± 0.10) 

Per year for intact/dense forest areas, 

protected areas, and forest reserves 

2006-2016 
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(come from trees) 
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(official deforestation rates for Malawi) 
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Less than 1% 

Per year for all forest areas 

2000-2017 
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CONTACT 
Ministry of Natural Resources, Energy & Mining, Department of Forestry, PO Box 30048, Lilongwe 3, forestry@mnrem.gov.mw 

ENERGY SECURITY & TREES  

Deforestation in Malawi 
 

FOOD SECURITY & TREES  

2 

3 

4 

DEFORESTATION & 

DEGRADATION 

REDUCED 

WATER 

RETENTION & 

INCREASED 

SILTATION 

REDUCED HYDROPOWER & 

INCREASED BLACKOUTS 

INCREASED 

CHARCOAL 

DEMAND & 

PRODUCTION  

1 DEFORESTATION & 

DEGRADATION 

2 
REDUCED 

SOIL FERTILITY 

& INCREASED 

SOIL 

EROSION 

3 

4 

INCREASED 

PRODUCTION 

OF CHARCOAL 

FOR INCOME 

2 INCREASED 

RAINFALL & 

SOIL 

STABILITY 

3 
INCREASED HYDROPOWER 

& ENERGY 

1 
INCREASED TREE COVER, IMPROVED 

COOKSTOVES & CHARCOAL KILNS, 

SUSTAINABLE & ALTERNATIVE FUELS 

1 
INCREASED TREE COVER & 

TREES ON FARM 

2 IMPROVED 

SOIL FERTILITY 

& SOIL 

STABILITY 

3 

INCREASED 

AGRICULTURAL     

YIELDS & EARNINGS 

4 4 

IMPROVED 

ENERGY 

SECURITY & 

LIVELIHOODS 

REDUCED AGRICULTURAL 

YIELDS & EARNINGS 

1 

IMPROVED 

FOOD 

SECURITY & 

LIVELIHOODS 


