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xxiiiiii.. PPooppuullaattiioonn  
Reduction in the growth of the nation’s population is vital to
achieve sustainable land resources management and the as-
sociated goals of food security, improved health, employment
and poverty reduction. The government plans to implement
programs that emphasize increased awareness of popula-
tion problems on land and the benefits of smaller family
sizes; to provide integrated population and land use man-
agement education in the formal school system and other in-
stitutions of learning.
The government strategizes to promote the role of women in
the design, management and implementation of population
and health programs in order to integrate population, land
use and management issues. However, it is traditionally men
that are still the major influencers in decision making within
the family hence the need to promote their role in population
health programs too as they usually are the ones that deter-
mine the number of children a family has.

xxiivv.. WWoommeenn  aanndd  GGeennddeerr
Integrating gender issues in all phases of policy and deci-
sion making on land will assist in making sure men and
women as equal partners have a shared responsibility over
sustainable use and management of land resources. 
It is also important to utilize the positive indigenous knowl-
edge of women in sustainable land use and management
programs and to develop and implement policies that rec-
ognize and enshrine the legal rights of women to land on an
equitable basis.

This publication is funded by Christian Aid under
the Community Economic Improvement Project
(COMEIP) being implemented by Center for En-
vironmental Policy and Advocacy (CEPA),
Wildlife and Environmental Society of Malawi
(WESM) and Evangelical Association of Malawi
(EAM) in Mwanza district, Malawi.

CEPA takes responsibility for all the errors that
may arise in this publication. All photos in this
publication were captured by CEPA.

Women’s role in land use
and management should
be recognized



BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD
Malawi adopted the National Land Resources Management
Policy and Strategy in 2000. Its overall goal is promoting
efficient, diversified and sustainable use of land based re-
sources for both agriculture and other uses so as to avoid
sectoral land-use conflicts and ensure socio-economic de-
velopment. The policy recognizes the need for policy guide-
lines on the conservation and management of land
resources as their depletion or degradation may affect food
security and sustainable socio-economic growth.

EEXXPPEECCTTEEDD  OOUUTTCCOOMMEESS
The national land resources management policy and strat-
egy is developed to assist in:

� balancing requirements for different land uses and
regulating the competing demand for land by different sec-
tors;
� Designating the best use of land for optimal socio-
economic development;
� providing guidelines and strategies for the sustain-
able utilization of the land resource base;
� Defining roles of different players in land resources
management issues, guide the formulation and review of
sectoral policies and legislation related to land use and its
management; and
� Enabling the country to determine the priority appli-
cation of both internal and externally provided resources.

The policy also serves as an instrument for conservation of
land for agriculture and indicates land use and manage-
ment measures that will help balance and regulate the com-
peting land use for different activities such as forestry and
human settlements. 
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xxiiii.. RRoollee  ooff  NNoonn--GGoovveerrnnmmeennttaall    OOrrggaanniizzaattiioonnss
aanndd  LLooccaall  CCoommmmuunniittiieess

women's role in land use and management has to be
recognized

NGOs are required to compliment government efforts in pro-
moting sustainable land use and management practices by:
� Training local communities in sustainable land use
and management practices such as crop production, live-
stock raising and other resource management activities.
� Disseminating information to communities and help
source funds for community initiatives on sustainable meth-
ods of land utilization.
� Identifying mechanisms to enable local communities
to prepare and submit self-help programmers for improve-
ment of land use and management
� Identifying, analyzing and incorporating positive tra-
ditional knowledge in land use and management systems
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SSTTRRAATTEEGGIIEESS
The policy outlines 16 specific objectives in different areas of
interest together with strategies that will be able to help
achieve the objective under each area of interest. Among
others the policy presents the following objectives and strate-
gies:
ii.. LLaanndd  PPrroodduuccttiivviittyy
The objective here is to improve and sustain productivity of
land for agriculture and other alternative land uses. In order
to achieve this, the government of Malawi intends to promote
the use of appropriate soil and water conservation practices;
provide information on proper land use planning and man-
agement of land resources; and the dissemination of appro-
priate soil organic matter building technologies. 
However there are no clear guidelines to specify soil and
water conservation practices or soil organic matter building
technologies inline with the stipulated provisions for land pro-
ductivity. Inappropriate waste disposal as above may result in

pollution and land degradation

xxii.. NNaattuurraall  RReessoouurrcceess
As natural resources are a base for the Malawi economy,
promoting management, conservation and utilization of nat-
ural resources is important in order to ensure sustainable
land and ecosystem productivity. This can be achieved by
ensuring that environmental impact assessments are car-
ried out where land use and associated practices are likely
to have significant adverse impacts on natural resources;
using educational curricula and media to raise awareness
on the importance and wise utilization of natural resources
and also promoting monitored and controlled access to nat-
ural resources by local communities’ for their own socio-
economic benefits e.g. national parks and inland water
systems.Photo showing Compost maure
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iiii.. LLaanndd  RReehhaabbiilliittaattiioonn
The government sets out to ensure that degraded land is re-
habilitated for agriculture and other purposes.  The extent of
degraded areas is to be mapped and areas for rehabilitation
prioritized. Local communities are encouraged to form con-
servation committees to rehabilitate degraded areas where
as the government is set to offer technical assistance to the
communities in programs such as physical soil conservation,
grazing management and agro forestry.

iixx.. IInncceennttiivveess  iinn  LLaanndd  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt
The Government aims to promote the use of incentives
which encourage communities to undertake soil conserva-
tion measures. This will be achieved by developing guide-
lines on the type and use of reward schemes in land
resources management, providing loan guarantees for com-
pliance with leasehold covenants; provision of tax rebates for
establishment and maintenance of soil conservation meas-
ures; and establishment of a mechanism for linking agricul-
tural credit worthiness of land users to good land
management practices. 

iiiii.. PPuubblliicc  AAwwaarreenneessss  iinn  LLaanndd  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt
Public awareness is intended to instill a sense of responsi-
bility and commitment towards management of land re-
sources in the public masses. To achieve this, the policy
provides for regular awareness campaigns on sound land re-
sources management practices, strengthening and enhanc-
ing land conservation modules and curricula as well as
reviewing training approaches in schools, colleges and rele-
vant institutions. Involving all stakeholders such as traditional
leaders, policy makers, the private sector, NGOs in aware-
ness campaigns would help to capture a wider audience in
awareness. 

iivv.. CCoommmmuunniittyy  IInniittiiaattiivveess  iinn  LLaanndd  RReessoouurrcceess  MMaann--
aaggeemmeenntt
The government plans to develop training manuals using the
most successful participatory approaches for training commu-
nities in land use and management; and to develop and follow
appropriate methods of extension based on principles of par-
ticipation, two way communication, empowerment of farmers
to solve their own problems, and farmer to farmer extension.
This will be in attempt to provide an enabling environment for
community initiatives in managing land resources. 

xx.. WWaassttee  DDiissppoossaall  
Institution of measures for the satisfactory disposal of waste
would establish the prevention of land degradation and land
based pollution. Furthermore, encouraging the recycling of
re-usable materials and composting waste from farms, agro
industries and even households to use as organic fertilizer
or for other purposes would help reduce the problem. The
government has since designated land suitable for use as
waste disposal sites. Though the designation of disposal
sites reduces the immediate problem of waste disposal, con-
struction of landfills would be much more efficient in terms of
management and reuse/recycling of the wastes for uses
such as methane production and other uses.
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vvii.. IInnssttiittuuttiioonnaall  CCaappaacciittyy  BBuuiillddiinngg
The institution in charge of implementing the policy is the
Land Resources Conservation Department. The policy ob-
jective in institutional capacity building is to strengthen the
capacity of the institutions that plan, implement, monitor
and evaluate land resources management for them to be
able to perform effectively and efficiently. The government
therefore plans to:
� Provide training to staff involved in land manage-
ment.
� Ensure the provision of materials and equipment for
effective and efficient functioning of the department. 
� Empower rural communities to effectively manage
their land resources
� Develop the human resources required for the im-
plementation of the policy and optimum utilization of man-
agerial ,technical and scientific talent

vviiii.. LLeeggiissllaattiioonn
To provide a legal framework the policy outlines the fol-
lowing strategies: 
� Formulate a legal framework for the implementa-
tion of the land resources conservation policy 
� Encourage maximum community participation in
formulating, reviewing and updating sectoral laws relating
to land use, planning and management.
� Make legal provision for punitive measures and in-
centives relating to prevention and control of soil erosion
as well as improvement and maintenance of soil fertility.
� Empower traditional leaders to authorize the use
and occupation of customary land and ensure its sound
use and management.
� Establish land use and management appeals
tribunal

vv.. TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  iinn  LLaanndd  MMaannaaggee--
mmeenntt
The objective in this area of interest is to develop technolo-
gies that are economically viable; ecologically sound and
socio-culturally acceptable and the strategies highlighted
include the strengthening of a holistic research which as-
sesses causes and effects of soil erosion and degradation
in interaction with agricultural activities; and also carrying
out demonstrations and interpreting research results into
simple messages for farmer training and appreciation.

vviiiiii.. LLaanndd  RReessoouurrcceess  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn
To improve the acquisition and utilization of land resources
information for proper planning and management of land
resources for agriculture, the department intends to en-
sure adherence to standards in land resources data col-
lection, analysis and management; undertake periodic
acquisition of aerial photographs and satellite imagery and
maps for purposes of updating land resources information
and; to establish and maintain land resources information
sharing with national and international centers involved in
land resource information generation and analysis.


